Science Center Organizational Committee Meeting
Friday 30 January 2009

CARB 8:00 am

Agenda 

1) Discussion of Science Café Program

2) Updates regarding city grant and nonprofit paperwork

3) 2009 calendar 

4) Other business 

Attendance: Mac West, Jennifer Kaye, Bob Ekman, Phyllis Marcuccio, Ruth Hannessian, Ed Eisenstein

Minutes

1) Discussion of the Science Café Program at O’Brien’s 

We started the meeting with a general discussion of the Science Café program with Greg Prince at O’Brien’s.  Generally, the group liked Greg as an affable and engaging speaker, and thought his approach of telling two stories about the use of new world rodents at Virion was a nice way to introduce the value of animal models in vaccine studies and drug development.  Overall, the venue was good, and we were all amazed that there was such an impressive turnout on such a miserably snowy night.  

There were several suggestions and extended discussion on how we might improve the venue.  Mac remarked that the level of interaction among the audience wasn’t ideal, which reflects the importance of a moderator.  He emphasized that it could have been possible to bring broader segments of the audience into a discussion if the moderator was able to get them to answer one another’s questions.  He also emphasized that it is important to select topics that reflects what is being discussed in society.  Finally, he mentioned that it is important to cultivate some follow up with the attendees by hanging around the bar after the general discussion.  

An additional idea concerned the need to incorporate some technology for displaying one of the Nova Now videos as an introduction.

Ruth summarized some of the responses to the feedback form that was distributed.  Many of the responses were positive, helpful, and humorous.  One idea was that a more extensive questionnaire could be used to develop a greater number of volunteers.  

The final topic we discussed concerned the value of the café in moving forward the agenda of establishing a science center.  Phyllis gave a nice introduction to the Science Center at the event, and Bob distributed a handout with the web addresses for the Science Center on one side and Rockville Consortium for Science and Science Day on the other, but it was agreed that there could be significant value by having prepared materials with information about the science center, as well as a list of talking points or bullets that the organizers could use to attract greater interest in the Science Center.  

Since a date was announced at the January café for another meeting in February, we discussed the value of continuing rather than waiting until March for the next café.  However, it was suggested that we make a more concerted effort to introduce and maintain a strong undercurrent about the Science Center.  Also, it was suggested to put together some talking points for the Science Center, as well as a list of needs for potential volunteers.  

The next café will feature Mac West and will focus on Darwin and evolution.  It will be held at O’Brien’s on 24 February.  

2) Updates to paperwork 

Ed reported that Burt Hall took a look at the paperwork and thought that it would be fine with city officials.  The next step is to contact the attorneys at Venable and get the revisions checked and the paperwork signed and filed.  

3) Calendars and meeting schedules 

The organizational committee agreed to meet once a month on Friday mornings at CARB.  The aim is to start at 8:00 am sharp, and then finish by 9:00 am.  The following dates were proposed: 

Friday 27 February 

Friday 20 March 

Friday 24 April 

Friday 15 May 

Friday 12 June 

4) There was no other business to discuss.  

The meeting adjourned about 9:30 am.  

